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It is a pleasure for me to pay a quick visit to Eunice on this prestigious occasion this evening.  I want 

to express my appreciation to the Principal, Mr Paul Cassar, for accommodating us at short notice.  

 

I am sure we are all aware of the importance the National and Provincial Government place on the 

education of the young people of our country. Education has been elevated as the country’s first 

priority outcome.  We continue to ensure alignment of our programmes and resources to ensure that 

we improve the delivery of quality basic education.  

 

We place particular value on the role played by our educators, parents, School Governing Bodies and 

the broader school community in assisting us to achieve this objective.  This is why it was particularly 

important for me to create the opportunity to visit some of the schools throughout our province to 

personally express my appreciation for the invaluable work done by all involved. 

 

I must admit that we have come to expect the excellent performance that we continuously see from 

Eunice.  Your reputation as the top Maths and Physical Science School is the envy of many schools 

in the Free State and the country. We share your pride in winning the Top Expo School Trophy at the 

Eskom Expo for Young Scientists for the third consecutive year.  Eunice’s reputation has also been 

built on your consistent delivery of some of the top matric results, not only in the province but also in 

the country.   

 

 You have gathered tonight to acknowledge the outstanding performance of learners in various 

disciplines throughout the year. As we see how young people nurture and develop their potential and 

talents, we indeed have reason to celebrate. We must acknowledge the role played by educators and 

parents to create the supporting environment that enables our young people to achieve.  

 

The young people gathered here will be required to follow in the footsteps of excellence. I understand 

that no less than 4 of Eunice’s former learners represented SA at the Olympic Games earlier this 

year.  I have been informed that Eunice and the Free State was represented by 3 hockey players, 

namely Jacqui Ras, Nicole Walraven and Lindie Meyer, at national level.  The MEC for Sport, Arts, 

Culture & Recreation has also informed me that one of the learners, Heidemari Edeling, has been 

nominated for a SA Sports Award for her achievements in the equestrian field.  

 

The achievements of learners also extend to other disciplines. The selection of Ilane van Wyk to the 

National Symphony Orchestra as clarinet player equally deserves our acknowledgement.  



 
 

 

Mr Cassar, I congratulate the educators, parents, governors and learners of this school for their 

commitment and dedication to maintain the standards of excellence we celebrate tonight.  

 

And as your school motto states: “Vincit quise vincit”– “she conquers who conquers herself.” So true 

of a school of achievers. 

 

I thank you. 

 

 


